
W h a t  a re  t h e  N N E M  p r i o r i t i e s ?

Evidence-based pedagogical development in mathematics and continuing subject 
knowledge development; and
Understanding of what constitutes effective practice linked to the new curriculum and 
aligning with professional development

 » On a national level, the priority is for all practitioners of mathematics to be supported 
in their development to be able to engage in enquiry-led development programmes 
appropriate to their needs.

 » Such support would be aided by facilitating collaboration within, across and between 
schools and regions, with the long term goal being embedding systems for collecting 
and exchanging knowledge and learning in the system.

 » Development of mathematical system knowledge will be supported by all partners in 
the NNEM, drawing where appropriate on approaches and other resources outside the 
Welsh education system.

Implementation of an evidence eco-
system

 » The separation between classrooms 
and research needs to be broken 
down. NNEM will work to establish 
a culture where researchers support 
an evidence eco-system and build 
research capacity across the system. 

 » In places across Wales, there is 
collaboration between partners; 
however it is recognised that system 
learning is not captured or shared as 
widely as it could be. Duplications are 
therefore inevitable. It is important 
that a key focus of the NNEM is 
to capture practitioner learning, 
alongside academic research, and 
ensure this is applied in professional 
learning approaches system wide. 

Developing mathematics leadership

 » The role of the mathematics leader 
has evolved significantly in the last ten 
years and professional development 
opportunities for leaders and aspiring 
leaders have not kept pace.

 » The work of the OECD on the school 
as a learning organisation should be 
considered with the leader taking a 
pivotal role in facilitating professional 
development. 

 » There needs to be flexibility to be able 
to respond to the Welsh Government 
leadership agenda; including the 
development of the National 
Leadership Academy. 

Implementation of the LNF within and 
across curricula

 » The focus on the implementation 
of the LNF needs to continue to 
provide an opportunity for learners 
in Wales to experience mathematics 
and numeracy within familiar and 
unfamiliar contexts that are relevant 
to their interests and support them in 
their development of understanding 
in other curricula areas. 

Provision of advice to Welsh Government

 » NNEM activity needs to align with national priorities and developments and, in doing 
so, will provide advice to Welsh Government and work alongside the schools in the 
Pioneer network as required to enable development of informed policies, programmes 
and guidance. 

Communication

 » It is critical to the development 
of practitioners across Wales, 
that there exists an agreed NNEM 
communication strategy that is 
understood by all partners and that 
consideration is given to a range 
of audiences, including pupils and 
parents. 

Resources

 » The NNEM has access to direct Welsh Government funding to support its operation 
and activities, alongside Welsh Government resources being provided to its partner 
organisations to support developments in education research, leadership, school 
support, the national professional development offer, Pioneer Network funding 
and specifically the teaching and learning of mathematics.  The NNEM will need to 
consider how Welsh Government resourcing and programme delivery for the Further 
Maths Support programmne is increasingly aligned and embedded within its planning 
over the 2 year development phase set out in the Welsh Government NNEM policy 
framework.

 » The NNEM will also need to consider how wider sources of funding for professional 
development and pedagogical research can be accessed and aligned to the NNEM 
priorities. Through its planning arrangements, and in addition to direct NNEM Welsh 
Government funding, NNEM partners will need to agree what resourcing they are able 
to provide against specific workstreams. 

National Network for  
Excellence in Mathematics

Connecting teachers, connecting mathematics

NNEM partners will 
collaborate to facilitate 
developments against 
the following priorities:


