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4 • The Battle of Mons was the first battle in which men from Wales took part. 

• The German army marched through Belgium without meeting much resistance. 

• Their advance was impeded near Liege by the small Belgium army. 

• A small British army met the large German army at Mons in Belgium. 

• The British fought unsuccessfully to maintain their position. 

• They had to surrender Mons due to the strength and size of the German forces. 

• The British army decided to fall back and concentrate on defending Paris with a 

larger army. 

• At least 80,000 soldiers from Welsh battalions fought in the battle of Mons. 

• Welsh soldiers were also involved fighting in other battalions 

• After Mons the British Government realised that it needed more soldiers and that 

a new recruitment campaign was required. 

23 August 1914 

Name: Private Robert Lloyd Davies , Llwynhir, Parc, Bala.  Fought at Mons with the 
Welsh Fusiliers. 
 
Profiad: ‘I have seen much in these dangerous battles.  Seeing the Belgian women 
and small children fleeing their comfortable homes that were torched and in  
ruins was heart wrenching.  These wretched images are enough to make the most 
inconsiderate man realise the monstrosity of the situation.’ 

A Welsh Experience 

1914 Fact File 



1914 

191

4 • The Battle of Tannenberg was fought between Germany and Russia at the 

beginning of the First World War. 

• The leaders of the large Russian believed that they would defeat the German 

army without much difficulty.  

• Russia attacked the Germans from the east in order to ease the burden on the 

French and British armies on the Western Front. 

• The Russian soldiers outnumbered the German soldiers by 2 to 1. 

• The Russian army did not have enough weapons for its soldiers. 

• The leaders of the Russian army were ineffective and argued with each other. 

• There was ineffective communication within the Russian army that led to the 

Germans discovering important military secrets. 

• The German army defeated the Russian army at Tannenberg. 

• 92,000 Russian soldiers were captured by the Germans. 

• The Germans had to fight on two fronts after Russia joined the war. 

Fact File 

The Battle of Tannenberg 23 August - 30 August 1914 

1914 



1st Battle of the Marne 5 September - 12 September 1914 

• Britain and France fought against Germany at the Battle of the Marne. 

• It was one of the first battles of the First World War. 

• Some historians believe that the Schlieffen plan may well have worked if Germany 

had won this battle. 

• The battle was part of the German effort to capture Paris. 

• The armies fought on the banks of the river Marne near Paris. 

• This was the first time that aeroplanes were used to gather intelligence about the 

enemy. 

• The German army was driven back after fierce fighting. 

• The Battle of the Marne was a strategic military success for the Allies. 

• The German generals were blamed for the of large numbers of German soldiers 

lost and for failing to control  the army. 

• The long and arduous struggle in the trenches began after the Battle of the Marne. 

A Welsh Experience 

Name: W J Roberts, Caernarfon. A soldier with the South Wales Borderers. 
 
Profiad: On the banks of the river Marne ‘we fought during the day and buried our 
soldiers by night’. 

1914 Fact File 



1st Battle of Ypres 19 October - 22 November 1914 

• Soldiers from Britain, France and Belgium fought against German soldiers at the 

1st Battle of Ypres. 

• The race to the sea began when both sides realised the importance of reaching 

the Channel and North Sea. 

• Ypres was considered important because of its strategic position close to the 

North Sea. 

• The fighting moved towards the North Sea until it reached the town of Ypres. 

• French, British and Belgian troops had fortified the defences around Ypres 

before the Germans arrived. 

• There was fierce fighting around Ypres from 19 October to 22 November 1914. 

• The Germans failed in their attempt to capture Ypres and the Allies managed to 

hold the town. 

• By the beginning of November both sides had started to build a network of 

trenches that stretched from northern Belgium to Switzerland. 

• The 1st Battle of Ypres marked the end of one type of warfare with cavalry and 

foot soldiers, and the start of trench warfare.  

• A young German soldier named Adolf Hitler fought at this battle. 

A Welsh Experience 

Name: Corporal Gwilym John, member of 2/ Welsh Regiment.. 
 
Experience: A sniper with the army, a scout that gathered information about the 
enemy, and a watchman when trenches were being built.  He was awarded a 
medal for his bravery in the battles of November 1914. His name can be seen on  
Menin Gate in Ypres.  

1914 
Fact File 



2nd Battle of Ypres 22 April - 25 May 1915 

• The 2nd Battle of Ypres was fought between Germany on one side, and France, 

Britain and Belgium on the other. 

• Soldiers from Africa that were part of the French Empire fought at this battle. 

• Soldiers from India and Canada that were part of the British Empire fought at 

this battle. 

• The 2nd battle of Ypres began with a surprise attack by the Germans. 

• This battle is remembered as the first battle where poisonous gas was used 

effectively. 

• The Germans were surprised by the effectiveness of this gas as it killed 

thousands of soldiers. 

• Following this battle poisonous gas played an important role on the battlefields 

of the First World War. 

• Losses for both sides were high at the 2nd Battle of Ypres. 

• Many men from Newport, Gwent were killed in this battle. 

• Large parts of Ypres were destroyed during this battle. 

A Welsh Experience 

Name: Captain Harold Thorne Edwards, Mynyddislwyn, Monmouthshire. 
 
Experience:  As German soldiers surrounded his regiment (Monmouth Regiment) 
near Ypres he ordered them to withstand the onslaught by shouting ‘Surrender, 
surrender and be damned’. Many lives were lost during this battle. 

1915 Fact File 



           

Gallipoli 25 April 1915 - 6 January 1916 

• The Gallipoli peninsula was considered strategically important as it lies between 

the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. 

• Men from all parts of the British and French empires fought for the Allies at 

Gallipoli. 

• They fought against soldiers from The Ottoman Empire, Germany and Austria-

Hungary. 

• Allied forces landed in Gallipoli in April 1915. 

• Their aim was to capture Constantinople (Istanbul today). 

• Thousands of men lost their lives through illness and disease as a result of difficult 

living conditions and very hot weather. 

• After months of heavy losses the Allies withdrew their men from Gallipoli. 

• Soldiers from the South Wales Borderers fought on the beaches and in the 

mountains of Gallipoli. 

• The Gallipoli Campaign is considered to be one of the main failures for the Allies in 

the First World War. 

A Welsh Experience 

Name: Dr E Alban Evans (1876-1932), Swansea. 
 
Experience: Surgeon and Chief Officer on the hospital ship SS Grantully Castle. He 
provided medical treatment for soldiers that fought at Gallipoli. 

1915 
Fact File 



The Battle of  Verdun 

• The Battle of Verdun was a battle between France and Germany fought on the 

Western Front. 

• The Germans had decided to use every available man in order to defeat the 

French army. 

• Germany knew that a defeat for France would leave Britain having to fight on 

her own on the Western Front. 

• There was a large scale attack on Verdun by the Germans on 21 February 1916. 

• The attack was ferocious with wave after wave of shells, gas attacks and foot 

soldiers. 

• By February 25 more French soldiers had arrived and they managed to slow the 

German advance. 

• Germany gained some territory during this battle. 

• Both sides lost hundreds of thousands of men in Verdun. 

• The Germans decided that they were not able to commit more men to this 

battle, and withdrew their troops. 

• The Battle of Verdun is one of the most costly battles in human history. 

21 February - 20 December 1916 

1916 
Fact File 



The Battle of Jutland 31 May - 1 June 1916 

A Welsh Experience 

Name: Sir Hugh Evan-Thomas, Llanwrtyd, Powys 
 
Experience: A member of the British Navy who fought at Jutland.  He had royal 
connections as he was a friend of King George V. 

1916 

• The Battle of Jutland was the largest sea battle of the First World War.  

• The battle took place on the North Sea near Denmark. 

• It was a battle between the British navy and the German navy. 

• Approximately 250 ships and 100,000 men took part in this battle. 

• Britain had an advantage as it had 140 ships against the 110 German ships. 

• Thousands of men were killed by torpedoes that sank their ships. 

• The British Navy lost more ships than the German Navy. 

• The British Navy lost twice as many men as the German Navy. 

• Both sides claimed victory in the Battle of Jutland. 

• There were no more major battles on the North Sea following the Battle of 

Jutland. 

Fact File 



The Battle of the Somme 1 July - 16 November 1916 

• One of the largest battles of the war took place near the Somme, a river that flows 

through France. 

• The battle took place to reduce the pressure on the French army that was fighting at 

Verdun. 

• The British generals ordered 5 days of continuous shelling on the German trenches. 

• They believed that this would provide a clear route across no man's land, and no 

barbed wire on reaching the German trenches. 

• British troops were sent over the top to attack the Germans, unaware that the 

Germans had been sheltering underground and had managed to survive the heavy 

attack. 

• Thousands of British soldiers were shot by the German machine guns attempting to 

cross no man’s land. 

• 60,000 British soldiers were injured or killed on the first day of the Battle of the 

Somme. 

• More than 125,000 British troops died on the Somme. 

• The Allies managed to gain a few miles of territory in this battle. 

• Many soldiers from Wales fought in the Battle of Mamtez Wood which was part of 

the Battle of the Somme. 

Name: Oswald Green (1881-1916). 
 
Experience: A shell landed injuring 14 men. Oswald Green from Aberystwyth 
rushed towards them to bind their wounds. While the men were being transported 
to hospital Oswald told them funny stories that made everybody laugh even 
though they were in pain. 

A Welsh Experience 

1916 Fact File 



The Battle of Passchendaele 31 July - 6 November 1917 

Name: Ivor Rees, Felinfoel, Llanelli. A sergeant in the South Wales Borderers. 
 
Experience:  He won the Victoria Cross for his bravery in helping to capture Pilkem 
Ridge, one of the German defences at Passchendaele. His medal is kept in the 
South Wales Borderers Museum at Brecon, Powys.  

A Welsh Experience 

1917 

• The Battle of Passchendaele was fought on the Western Front between Britain, 

France and Belgium on one side, and Germany on the other. 

• Soldiers from all parts of The British Empire fought in this battle. 

• This battle is also known as the Third Battle of Ypres. 

• The poet Hedd Wyn was killed during the first day of fighting. 

• The Allies fired approximately 4.5 million shells in two weeks to clear the way for the 

soldiers. 

• The Germans managed to shelter underground from the heavy bombing. 

• The Germans used mustard gas as a new weapon during the Battle of 

Passchendaele.  

• Heavy rain turned the battleground into a sea of mud, and both men and horses 

drowned in this mud. 

• More than 500,000 soldiers were killed or injured during the Battle of 

Passchendaele. 

• Britain won this battle, but only managed to gain 5 miles of ground. 

Fact File 



The Battle of  Amiens 8 August - 12 August 1918  

1918 
• In the spring of 1918 Germany launched an offensive to try to win the war. 

• The German army was very successful at first. 

• The Germans managed to drive the Allies back towards the River Marne. 

• The Allies fought back with the aid of tanks and aircraft. 

• During the battle of Amiens the Allies drove the German army back quickly. 

• The Allies managed to break through the German lines. 

• Thousands of German soldiers were captured and held as prisoners of war. 

• During the Battle of Amiens the frontline moved quickly from one place to another 

following years of static fighting in trenches. 

• The Battle of Amiens was a turning point in the war and a huge blow to German 

morale. 

• By September 1918 the two sides had begun to discuss the terms of a ceasefire. 

Fact File 

THE ARMISTICE: Germany lays down its weapons. 


